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Message from the President

It was a rough winter – no doubt about it. 
Many of our member businesses strug-
gled to make it through, and some did 

not survive. Layoffs and cutbacks were ev-
erywhere. Financial markets and personal 
portfolios took a big hit. 

Is the worst over – I don’t know. But I 
do know that we made the tough decisions 
that needed to be made in order to survive. 
We learned the difference between “want” 
and “need.” We refocused on the core of our 
business. Now we are ready to move for-
ward, and take advantage of the opportuni-
ties that are opening up.

Your Chamber is ready to help meet your 
needs.  Networking events, open houses, 
and our rejuvenated Business Expo are all 
low cost and effective marketing tools. Our 
programs and seminars will help you use 
them to your best advantage. 

Spring has arrived, on schedule as always 

and as always it marks the start of a new 
baseball season. Every team considers itself 
a pennant contender, and we need that same 
positive attitude in our business community. 
I won’t try to predict the winning baseball 
teams, but I can predict that active partici-
pation in our Chamber of Commerce will 
help make your business succeed. Last year 
is over. This year, join us in the winner’s 
circle.

The Education Committee would like to 
thank everyone who participated at our fi rst  
and second “Bookatini Book Club” gather-
ings. They have been a huge success and ev-
eryone had a great time. We would also like to 
thank General Manager Al Hamdi and Daphne 
Hanna of the Hilton for the lovely accommo-
dations, the appetizers and cocktails, which 
were delicious. 

A special thanks to our local City Council, 
Councilwoman Karen Sasso, Deputy Mayor 
Marlin Townes and Hackensack Police Chief 
Ken Zisa who took the time out of their busy 
schedules to stop by to help kick off our fi rst 
gathering. 

The next Book-a-tini will be held on June 
10 at the Hilton.

Linda J. Sylvestri,
Atlantic Tomorrows Offi ce, 732-759-1790.

The Book-a-tini Club:
A huge success... get 
ready for the next one
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Chamber members enjoyed a night of networking and dancing 
“Under the Stars” at the Hilton Hasbrouck Heights on Friday, April 
17. Cocktails and networking began immediately followed by danc-
ing and dinner.

Entertainment was provided by Luigi and Arlette. Dancers were 
treated to a night that began with “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” 
and ended with a medley of popular ballads.

Board member Larry Eisen and his wife Marsha were crowned 
king and queen after dancing the night away.

Thanks to Al Hamdi, Daphne Hanna and Catering Sales Manager 
Dawn Sauceda for providing a wonderful buffet of appetizers and 
dinner. 

The dinner was attended by members of The Greater River Dell 
Chamber of Commerce, Oradell Councilman Michael Harte and Riv-
er Edge Mayor Margaret Watkins. Hackensack City Council members 
also attended: Mayor Michael Melfi , Deputy Mayor Marlin Townes, 
Councilwoman Karen Sasso and Councilman Jorge Meneses.

Evening “Under the Stars”
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